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"~‘(_)le0patra Gets the Benefit of the Doubt

of historical events, Cmsar's
with Cleopatra alone make
chapter of unsurpassed virility.
*Puring the later years of his life,”
Brandes, “Cleopalra meant to
what Aspasia was to Pericles:
object for his love and a scandal
the eyes of the envioua™

#re associated with C=sar’s only
few present a clear cut pie-
declares Brandes [In compari-
with the men of the time little

Enown about the women. The
of antiquity were not in-
in the sentimental side of

§xistence. And yet the Danish eritic

found plenty of materia! for his

those Iaws that In former times

decreed against luxury In dress
expensive jewels

, "Jestingly. the Roman women of

Cmear's time were referred to as

‘lpt their money affairs in good or-
@er, had as manngers lawyers, who,
mecessary, instituted Iawsunits on
account. Should the husband

to get in money diMficulties

was no rare thing for him to bor-
fow of his better half, who made|
M pay high interest. Furthermore, |
was not an exceptional thing for |
the handsome lawyer to become the|
lady’s best friend |
*In the circus the women s=at|
Among the men. The same wis tl!r'l
ease in the theaters, but heres they |
fikad to oceupy the upper rows whers |
-ﬁ"' could he best observed. They |
went there perhogs more for the
Purposes ta be seen than themselves |
they were sitting in their |
Randsomest costumes with their most |
attractive coiffore, They arrived |
Bither on foot or were earried there
in their sedan chairs. We find from
2 somewhat later period Owvid's de-

seription of the kind of flirtation
that could take place om such an oe-
casion.

The Play and Poetry.
£&The Roman women, [n contrast
1o thaese of Grecce, at I.lnpufaﬂn-\
foos of some play could compla-

E

as those other women who entered
into his life, naturally leads us to ex-
pect that here would be a fleid where
Brandes would give special evidence
of his skill as a writer of great his-
torfcal happenings. Nor does the

| reader suffer any disappointment on

by the writers of antiquity. It is a
domain where the loosest gossip as-
i tle proportions when it
concerns an individuai whose name
constantly oeccurs and recurs in the
present and the past
“Of great welght, however, are
two facls,” asserts Brandes. “The
first is that Suetonius was not a con-
temporary but, in thé capaclty of
private secretary to Hadrian and
rummaging thrugh the librar
published his imperial biographi

Georg Brandes Finds That She Was the Victim of En-
vious Tongues and That Apparently She Was
a Woman of Great Merit 1

of Augustus and during this passage
received impressions of a very pe-
cullar kind.

“Augustus owed everything to
Cesar, but we understand human
nature very little if we think that it
wns a necessity or a pleasure for
Augustus to hear Cemsar pralsed. In
that respect he was totally different
from Napoleon ITL, who, notwith-
standing his many shortcomings,
lived and breathed in the remem-
brance of Napoleom L, and at no
time expressed the least doubt of the
greatness of the founder of the dy-
nasty."

Clecpatra and Eunce.

Among the many women who en-
tered into Ciesar’'s life two queens
occupy unigue positions. It is true
that almost nothing is known about
one of these, Eunoe of Mauritania
“But about the other one” com-
ments Brandes, “we know a great
deal, especially since among the
many women of Cmsar's acquaint-
ance she alone captivated him to
such a degree that she influenced his
political program; that for her sake
he committed the only consequential
political-stragetic folly in his whole
life; his long stay in Egypt which
came to cost him so dearly. On her
account he challenged at last, un-
wisely, the public opinion of Rome;
samething that contributed toward
the feeding of the last conspiracy
against him.

“Cleopatra was a fateful element
in Cmsar's life. Her father, Ptolemy
Auletes, did not enjoy a good reputa-
tion. Cicero says about him in his

around 120, agcording to our time of
reckoning. The contemporary who
is the richest source for information
is Cicero, who, in spite of all his
flattery, constantly proved hostile to
Ceesar, -

“The second important fact is that
all judgment anent Cmsar that has
reached us from the past necessarily
has had to pass through the period

d speech, ‘De lege agraria'
that neither through his descent or
by his mode of thinking did he carry
the royal stamp. But Cicero fails to
add how much Rome contributed
townrd the debasement of this mon-
arch. It is =imply fabulous how

should marry the oldest of her two

Cleopatra, and, says Brandes, "they
finally accused her of attempting to
expel her brother from the throne
Organizing a military and plebeian
rebellion against her, they succeeded
In having her driven from the cap-
ital.

' "But she by no means gave up
her cause, but gathered an drmy
near the border between Egypt and
Arabia which was ready to meet the
forces of her brother, equipped by his
guardian and Prime Minister Pothi-
nos, and commanded by the daring
and dangerous Egyptian general,
Achillas. The encounter between the
two armies was prevented hecauss
great events in the Roman Empire
gave all something else to think
about.”

The Arrival of Caesar.

It i necessary to touch only
briefly on Cwssar's arrival before
Alexandria in its bearing on the
meeting with Cleopatra which sub-
sequently proved so fatal to his for-
tunes. After his defeat at Farsa-
los, Pompeius flad to Egypt, where,

brothers, both of wh were
Ptolemy, and that after her father's
death she should ascend the throne
together with her brother and hus-
band.

Married Young Brother.

“Cleopatra was 11 years old when
her father fled to Rome, 14 when he

was brought back and triumphed |

as the former protector and friend
of Ptolemy Aulstes, he expected to
get a good reception; perhaps even
hoped to obtain military aid to con-
tinue his warfare against Caesar,
Egypt, out of consideration for her
own security, had heretofore re-
mained neutral during the civil war,
Alter due consideration the Egyp-

over her older sister. She was 17
years old when she became queen |
and was married to her nine-year-|
old brother.

“Applan relates that Marcus An-
tonlus, who years later should oc-
cupy 8o big a place In her history,
was struck with her beauty when as|
general of Gabinius's eavalry for the |
first time he saw the fourteen-year-
old princess. Altogether she greatly
impressed every Roman with whom
she came in contact. When the
oMest son of Pompeius and Mucla,
Cneius Pompeius, in the year 49,
came to Alexandria to hasten the
war opreparations of his father
against Csesar, Cleopatra is said to
have won him completely.”

The reign of the seventeen-year-

the Romans utilized bis misfortunes
through extortions, and thereby com-
pelled him to practice extortion on
his own people.

old and nine-year-old king
was short. The leading men of the
country took the boy's part, since it
was much easier to control him than

| to make known her coming,

| take her prisoner.
| went aboard a small boat near Pe-

tian Gover t luded it would
be beat to have Pompeius killed on
his arrival

“A few days after the murder
Cwsar's fleet cast anchor before
Alexandria,' Brandes writes. “While
yet on board he received the head

| of Pompeius and his signet ring. He

had the head buried, and erected

| over it a small temple consecrated to

Nemesis. The signet ring he sent
to Rome in witness of his opponent’s
death and his own supremacy.

“But Crmsar did not leave Alexan-
dria when he learned of Pompelus's
death, He had not come to Egypt
merely for the purpose of pursuing
a beaten enemy.'"

Brandes then enumerates a num-
her of reasons for Cwmsar’s stay,
among them his need for money,
his desire to maintain his golitical
prestige; this and much more he
makes mention of In his book about
the civil war. But there is one
reason that he does not gpeak of, his
wish to make the acquaintance of
Cleopatra, of whose cleverness and
beauty rumor had told him a great
deal. And there Is ground for the
belief that some time before she had

sent a messenger to him to enlist
his aid

Summoned by Caesar.

“On the advice of Pothinos the
young king went to see Cwmsar, but
left his forces at Pelusium, under
the command of Achillas,” Brandes
continues. “But Pothinos only sent
word to Cleopatra that Cmsar com-
manded her to send home her troops,
Cunningly he withheld the further
command that she should come to
Cwmsar in person. Cleopatra stayed
where she was; she only obeyed the
order she received, . Sar-
prisad that ‘she remained away,
Cwsar sent her a direct message,
Cleopatra then learned that once
before he had demanded her pres-
ence and that Pothinos had taken
care that she should not know of it.

“Cleopatra realized fully that since
the attempt to prevent her meeting
with Cesar had proved unsuccessful

| her enemies would not hesitate to

use violence to gain their end. She

| likewise felt that her life was at

atake should she show herself openly
in Alexandria, where sples were all
around, and whose tisk it would be
Should
she go to the city overland the out-
posts of the Egyptian army would
She therefore

lusium, disguized and accompanied
by a single friend, the Sicilian Ap-
paladoros,

Curri;d in a Bag.

“Late that evening she reached

| unnoticed—passing among the mass

of

kipa that filled the harbor~the

st way leading to the wing of the
royal palace occupled by Cwesar, Her
companion placed her in one of the
many colored bags that travelers at
that time carricd for the purpose
af their bed covering and rugs. The

bag was laced together with straps,
and, putting the load on his back,
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